Dear Delegate:

I am writing as President of the San Francisco Democratic Club, a

chartered Democratic club, about the race for Region 4 Director,

because we believe that Delegates should have all the information

available when when we elect our Party's leadership.

You've probably already heard that incumbent August Longo will face

off against Supervisor Chris Daly, an elected member of the San

Francisco Democratic Central Committee. After reviewing the

candidates, we believe only Chris Daly has the character and

integrity for this important post.

As progressive Democrats, we believe that people deserve a 

second chance and are unwavering in our

commitment to rehabilitation and restorative justice. As our Party's

Platform states, "we must be tough, smart and just when dealing

with crime, starting with prevention and through punishment and

rehabilitation efforts." The California Democratic Party is

committed to "prosecuting white-collar criminals and [improving]

methods for recovering financial losses." Our Party also wants to

"protect consumers against identity theft and violations of

privacy."

In 1997, the San Francisco Examiner uncovered that August Longo, who

was then co-chair of the Mayor's Disability Council, was convicted

of impersonating doctors and writing more than $467,000 in bad

checks. A New York State warrant was issued in 1984 because Longo

violated probation. In 1986, Longo was convicted of four new offenses

and sentenced to federal prison in California for additional identity

theft.

But what's even more troubling is that even after Longo read about the

warrants in the newspaper and leading Democrats called on him to

correct it, he took five years to address the matter. All the while,

he rose in the Democratic Party leadership and presided over a

Democratic club where only he controls the books.

As a San Francisco Supervisor, Chris Daly authored legislation signed

by Mayor Gavin Newsom that bans campaign consultants from lobbying

their clients. He took on a culture of corruption in City contracts

and helped pass local public financing to clean up City elections.

We don't always agree with Chris Daly, but his record of

progressive leadership will serve the Democratic Party well. When

other young progressive abandoned the Democratic Party and backed

Ralph Nader, Chris Daly helped re-start the dormant San Francisco

Young Democrats, a club originally founded by the Burtons. He ran for

and won a seat on the San Francisco Democratic County Central

Committee in part because he energized volunteers and supporters

during the Obama campaign.

As a San Francisco Supervisor, Chris Daly has worked in partnership

with San Mateo County on bringing high-speed rail over the Pacheco

pass into San Francisco and improving our region's air quality.

He'll be a director for the whole region.

We believe state tax dollars should fund schools, not prisons. When we

first heard about August Longo's criminal history, we wanted to give

him every benefit of the doubt. Yet after we reviewed the backgrounds

of these two candidates in more depth, we decided that only Chris

Daly will provide the ethical leadership we need to restore

confidence in the Democratic Party here in California.

We hope you'll join us in supporting

Chris Daly for Region 4 Director.

Sincerely,

Jonathan Wright

P.S. Even if you decide you won't support Chris Daly, 

we certainly hope you'll avoid voting for a convicted felon 

who spent 18 years evading justice for identity theft, bad

check writing and worse. That's not the example the California

Democratic Party should send to the young people we are trying to

inspire to participate in the political process.

